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Oral narrative exists only when it is spoken. In Africa, where written records are relatively scarce, 
this reality carries solemn consequences. For hundreds of years, the names and stories of millions 
of Africans have survived in the minds of people that have been taught oral history across 
generations. These memories are shared only in fleeting moments as present representations of 
the past. The passing of elders who possess the historical knowledge of their families and villages 
in combination with urbanization and modernization threaten the disappearance of African oral 
histories.  
 

FamilySearch International is conducting an ambitious effort to 
collect the oral history narrative, which tells the real history of 
Africa. FamilySearch records oral history (including oral 
genealogy) from rural villages across the vast continent.  This 
presentation discusses the project, recent results, and potential. 
It shares a vision of the initiative to interview over 700,000 people 
before its completion, generating audio, photos and indices from 
each. The interviews capture audio recordings of the stories 

shared in hundreds of indigenous languages.  
 
The genealogies include millions of names, relationships and places mentioned in the family 
history which are indexed for lookup. All this information is published for access online to the 
public. There is real opportunity to combine the oral histories and genealogy with other efforts, 
such recent paper and digital records, DNA collection and enslaved African databases.  These 
tools combined may help to build a bridge back to Africa for the diaspora.   
 
The collection, preservation and accessibility of African oral histories for future generations is 
unprecedented, inspiring and urgent.  In this massive work FamilySearch is currently collecting 
oral genealogies in fifteen countries.  In 2019, over 16 million names were collected through over 
50,000 interviews.  The logistics and management of this size 
of this workforce is amazing.  There are many challenges with 
getting the information from the remote locations, through a 
review process and into a system. The processes, systems 
and staffing are being built as this project is in development.  
FamilySearch has estimated there are 250 million names to 
preserve from Africans across these fifteen countries, oral 
genealogy traditions that will otherwise be lost. 


