
CHURCH NEWS | WEEK OF  FEBRUARY 24, 2019       9

ily” activities and the opportuni-
ties to connect with their heritage. 
They’re more apt to handle the ad-
vanced technological and digital 
options for activities.

Testing was done first with 
focus groups within the United 
States, following by an internation-
al expansion. For some test groups 
where economic limitations pre-
cluded online capabilities, printed 
materials were used by parents and 
children to read and carry out activ-
ity descriptions.

Wendy Smedley, FamilySearch 
marketing director, witnessed sev-
eral families in Chile — living in 
humble conditions — connect, 
laugh and engage in the simple 
family history efforts. “It brought a 
positive spirit into the homes,” she 
said, adding that involvement in 
the In-Home Activities “sparks joy 
and reminds people of the beauty of 
the family.”

Upwards of 100 families across 
the globe tested the activities, 
which also can be shared via email 
and several social media platforms. 
Available in 10 languages, the ac-
tivities can be accessed online use 
via desktop computers, tablets and 
mobile devices, with plans to make 
PDF versions available.

“About Me” and “My Family” 
activities do not require a Family-
Search logon; for the “The Temple” 
activities, one needs to be a mem-
ber and to have a logon.

Realizing prophetic teachings
The “In-Home Activities” 

help realize the encouragement of 
Church leaders for families, chil-
dren and youth to be involved in 
family history and temple efforts.

Far left: A screenshot 
of the mobile-app 
landing page for “My 
Name” of the “About 
Me” activities.
Left: The “In-Home 
Activities” landing 
page as seen by 
desktop users.

President Dallin H. Oaks, first 
counselor in the First Presidency, 
underscored the opportunities at 
home. In a June 1989 Ensign ar-
ticle, then-Elder Oaks wrote: “At 
home we can keep our journals and 
gather pictures and data for the 
books of remembrances of our fam-
ily members. We can gather and re-
cord information available through 
living relatives. We can write fam-
ily histories and share their great 
lessons with our children. … Our ef-
fort is not to compel everyone to do 
everything, but encourage everyone 
to do something.”

And Elder Dale G. Renlund of 
the Quorum of the Twelve Apos-
tles, speaking in the 2018 Roots-
Tech leadership session, called on 
those “new and tender in the gos-
pel” — including new converts and 
11- and 12-year-old youth to find 
ways to be focused on family histo-
ry efforts.

“More will remain active,” he 
said, “more will be protected as the 
storms and fierce winds strike.”

He added: “We invite all new 
converts and new 12-year-olds to 
discover and gather their families 
and become active participants in 
the plan of salvation. We desire to 
involve 11-year-old children and 
even younger children in family 
history work and encourage them 
to qualify for a limited-use tem-
ple recommend when they turn 12 
years old.”

Those ages have been amended 
by the December 2018 announce-
ment now allowing children to 
obtain a limited-use temple recom-

Go to www.familysearch.org/discovery 
and select In-Home activities. Or
go to the FamilySearch Tree app for IOS, 
tap More, and then select Family History 
Activities. On Android devices in the 
FamilySearch tree app, select Family 
History Activities from the main menu.

ACCESS CONTENT ONLINE

mend beginning in January of the 
year they turn 12.

Elder Renlund promised 
that involvement by those “new 
and tender” individuals would 
have a “halo effect” on a l l 
those who help. “Faith in 
the Savior of family and 
friends who help will in-
crease,” he said.

 ‘The payday’
The Arringtons’ “Walk Where 

They Walked” experience hap-
pened some six months ago. But 
earlier this month, Emily Ar-
rington’s parents were over for 
dinner, and 18-year-old Sam en-
thusiastically recounted to them 
all about the family’s Google Earth 
visits to and the Street View walk-
throughs of Vialfré and Delfzyl.

Listening to her son Sam share 
insights about his ancestors over 
dinner with his grandparents was 
a welcome reward for the family’s 
time spent testing the activities and 
initiating conversations.

“That,” she said, “ was like the 
payday.” ■

EMAIL: taylor@deseretnews.com

The following are excerpts 
from the “Temple and 
Family History Consultants” 
Facebook page, from 
individuals who tested the 
in-home activities:

“The activities … really were 
life-changing. My favorite 
thing about them was the 
unity we felt in our home. My 
kids in the beginning didn’t 
even know what family history 
was, and that’s the thing that I 
love about this the most — 
that they so know what it is.” 
— Melanie Wyner

“These are great conversation 
starters. We did a few as a 
family around the table. My 11- 
and 13-year-olds are asking to 
do more. It’s fun to hear the 
different responses from 
family members of all ages. 
Also, even my 4-year-old 
could answer some of the 
questions and have fun.” 
— Kim N David NewMyer

“As I have gone through them 
now a few times, I like this as 
families can now interact with 
each other in learning and 
discovering in their own 
homes and time.” 
— Barbara Mills Morley

“The simple, easy-to-do 
activities are what will make 
this work; the more involved 
things like indexing, family 
tree and some other things 
can come later.” 
— James W. Anderson
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Above: Thomas, Sam, 
and Grace Arrington 
from Farmington, 
Utah, share a laugh 
while using the “Walk 
Where They Walked” 
in-home activity on 
FamilySearch.

Putting ‘the family’ 
into Family History 
By Scott Taylor   Church News

The three Arrington siblings 
— Sam, age 18; Grace, 14; 
and Thomas, 10 — were 

learning about their great-great-
great-grandparents from Italy and 
their great-great-grandparents 
from the Netherlands through con-
versations with their parents, Bran-
don and Emily. Then, using the 
Google Earth program, the family 
was digitally transported to Vialfré, 
Italy, and Delfzyl, Netherlands.

And with the Street View fea-
ture, the family was doing virtual 
walk-throughs of the Italian vil-
lage and the Dutch town, seeing 
historic structures still standing 
today. “Your ancestors walked on 
these same streets — right past 

this church,” Emily Arrington told 
them. “This is where they lived.”

The Arringtons were testing a 
new FamilySearch discovery ac-
tivity called “Walk Where They 
Walked,” one of nearly three-dozen 
such activities helping individuals 
— particularly children and youth 
— get their first taste of simple yet 
engaging family history efforts.

“There’s such a power in con-
necting with the past,” said Emily 
Arrington of the Orchard Ward 
in the Farmington Utah Oakridge 
Stake. “It’s really bringing our fam-
ily into family history.”

 The ‘In-Home Activities’
After several years of prepara-

tion and testing, FamilySearch’s 
“In-Home Activities” — divided 
into three sections — is online and 
available for 
i n d i v i d u a l s 
and families to 
discover who 
they are and 
how they fit 
with their fam-
ily, both pres-
ent and past.

“ A b o u t 
Me” is a per-
sonal dis-
covery about 
one’s self, with 
the 11 activi-
ties including 
“Where I’m From,” “The Year I 
Was Born,” “All-About-Me Box” 
and “Remembering My Photos.”

“My Family” extends the dis-
covery to living family members 
and deceased ancestors, with its 15 
activities including “Family Tradi-
tions,” “Fill In The Blanks,” “Fam-
ily Collections” and “Touch What 
They Touched.”

“The Temple” helps link family 
history efforts in gathering togeth-
er families with preparations for 
temple attendance and ordinanc-
es. Its activities include “Visit The 
Temple,” “Plan it!” “Be Baptized 

FamilySearch’s ‘In-House Activities’ help 
families, children and youth discover who 
they are and how they fit with their heritage

For An Ancestor” and “Remember-
ing My Temple Experience.”

“These are easy and natural 
opportunities for children to have 
their first experience with fami-
ly history in a fun and interactive 
way,” said Sister Joy D. Jones, Pri-
mary general president. “What a 
wonderful opportunity to draw 
families together, to get to know 
each other better and to cherish 
family ties on both sides of the veil. 
These activities can deepen under-
standing of eternal identity and the 
promised blessings of power and 
protection as families’ hearts are 
turned to one another.”

Activities start in technolo-
gy-free fashion through simple 
writing, drawing, conversing and 
collecting efforts. Digital involve-
ment includes taking or storing 

photographs, doing audio or vid-
eo recording or using computers, 
smartphones and online resources.

“We give some technology op-
tions,” said Mike Sandberg, a Fam-
ilySearch senior product manager, 
“but we always start with conver-
sations.”

Younger children tend to be 
drawn more to the “About Me” ac-
tivities — looking at and talking 
about themselves and seeing how 
they fit into family timelines, expe-
riences and photos.

Older children and teenagers 
more readily grasp the “My Fam-

Intellectual Reserve, Inc.
“These activities can deepen 
understanding of eternal 
identity and the promised 
blessings of power and 
protection as families’ hearts 
are turned to one another.”

— Sister Joy D. Jones, Primary general president

Reprinted with permission.
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PUTTING ‘FAMILY’ IN FAMILY HISTORY

Keep a Journal My Way

Possible activities

Other “My Family”  activitiesOther “About Me” activities

ABOUT ME
Activities to help you discover who you are

MY FAMILY
Activities to help you discover your family —  both the living and those who have passed on.

Save a Memory That Could Be Lost

In-Home Activities

Start a journal in a way you enjoy and try 
adding to it once a week. Ideas include:

Possible activities

Go digital

A memory is lost when a family member passes away 
before the memory has been shared and saved. Don’t 
wait another day. Save a family memory before it’s lost.

Family history is what happens to you every day. Making 
a record of your life will help you remember that God 
loves you — on both the good and the bad days.

https://www.familysearch.org/discovery/activities/
These in-home family activities help you discover, gather and connect your family — past and present.

• A written journal where 
you write down stories, 
thoughts or experiences.
• A drawing journal where 
you draw pictures of what 
happens in your life.

• Which important memories from your life events, 
videos, stories or photos are not already recorded?
• Prayerfully consider who in your family has a family 
heirloom, a photo or a story that could be lost. Then 
offer to help that person save those memories.

• Ask a family member to talk 
about which family memories are 
“at risk” for being lost. Have a 
family night in which you retell 
family stories and record them.
• Record (audio or video) older 
family members talking about 
their life events.
• Digitize a photo and have a family 
member tell the story behind it. 
Who is in the photo? What is 
happening? Then upload the 
photo, tag it and save the story on 
FamilySearch as a Memory.

Go digital
• Start a photo journal. 
Take a photo every week.
• Start an audio journal. Record 
yourself talking about things that 
happened that day or that week.
• Consider adding important photos 
or recordings from your journal as 
Memories to FamilySearch.

My Name
Do you know the story behind your name? Knowing about your 
name can help give you a sense of identity. Names also connect us 
to our ancestors.
Time Capsule Questions
You are only your age once. Take some time to think about your life 
at this age. What do you enjoy and why? Answering questions like 
these may help your future family understand what you were like.
All-About-Me Box
Knowing who you are can help build your confidence. Learning 
more about your interests can help you decide what kind of person 
you want to be.
Where I’m From
Where you live has an impact on what you do and who you are. 
Remembering where you came from can help you know where you 
want to go in life.
My Voice, My Experiences
Your voice is unique, and so are your experiences. Retelling 
experiences that you have gone through can help you overcome 
obstacles in the future.
Remembering My Photos
Everybody has a unique life story. Photos help us remember the 
past but they don't tell us everything! Your photos need your voice 
to make the story complete.
The Year I Was Born
What do you know about the year you were born? It can be fun to 
learn more about what life was like when you came into your family.
My Records and Their Records
Records are evidence that you lived in certain places at certain 
times. Records are an important part of family history.
Weakness to Strength
Everyone has weaknesses. As you exercise faith and ask for help, 
Heavenly Father promises to “make weak things become strong” 
(Ether 12:27). As you learn stories of how others overcame weak-
nesses, your faith grows.
My Spiritual Gifts
Every person on earth has spiritual gifts or special talents from God. 
You can use your gifts and talents to bless your family, friends, and 
ancestors.

Family Trivia Game
Do you know your family members as well as you think you do? When 
you can show that you know your family members, it’s a sign that you 
care about them.
Family Photos
Looking at photos with your family can bring you closer together.
Family Traditions
Family traditions are part of what makes your family different than 
anyone else’s. The traditions you have may have been passed down and 
will help shape who you are and who you will become.
This Is Who We Are
Your family has a unique mission, and each family member plays an 
important part. Recognizing where you’ve been, where you are and 
where you’re going can help your family be stronger and achieve more.
We Bounce Back
Apart from the Savior, everyone who has lived on earth has made mistakes. 
What matters is that we bounce back, learn and grow from them. The more 
stories you know of your family bouncing back from hard times, the easier it 
will be for you to bounce back when life gets hard.
Walk Where They Walked
When you visit a place either in person or virtually where your ancestors 
lived, it helps you feel connected to them.
Eat What They Ate
Eating the same foods your ancestors ate is a great way to connect with 
them and to experience in one small way what their life was like.
Feel What They Felt
When you try to understand what life was like for an ancestor, you see him 
or her differently.
Touch What They Touched
Touching family heirlooms and learning their history creates a bridge 
between past and present generations.
Hear What They Heard
Hearing ancestors’ voices helps us bond with them in a special way. When 
you hear a story from their point of view, you can better connect with them.
My Family Tree
The names in your family tree aren’t just names — they are real people. 
Because of them, you are here. You may learn new things about yourself as 
you learn about them.

Graphic by Aaron Thorup, CHURCH NEWSSOURCE: In-Home Activities landing page for FamilySearch's 
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PUTTING ‘FAMILY’ IN FAMILY HISTORY

Keep a Journal My Way

Possible activities

Other “My Family”  activitiesOther “About Me” activities

ABOUT ME
Activities to help you discover who you are

MY FAMILY
Activities to help you discover your family —  both the living and those who have passed on.

Save a Memory That Could Be Lost

In-Home Activities

Start a journal in a way you enjoy and try 
adding to it once a week. Ideas include:

Possible activities

Go digital

A memory is lost when a family member passes away 
before the memory has been shared and saved. Don’t 
wait another day. Save a family memory before it’s lost.

Family history is what happens to you every day. Making 
a record of your life will help you remember that God 
loves you — on both the good and the bad days.

https://www.familysearch.org/discovery/activities/
These in-home family activities help you discover, gather and connect your family — past and present.

• A written journal where 
you write down stories, 
thoughts or experiences.
• A drawing journal where 
you draw pictures of what 
happens in your life.

• Which important memories from your life events, 
videos, stories or photos are not already recorded?
• Prayerfully consider who in your family has a family 
heirloom, a photo or a story that could be lost. Then 
offer to help that person save those memories.

• Ask a family member to talk 
about which family memories are 
“at risk” for being lost. Have a 
family night in which you retell 
family stories and record them.
• Record (audio or video) older 
family members talking about 
their life events.
• Digitize a photo and have a family 
member tell the story behind it. 
Who is in the photo? What is 
happening? Then upload the 
photo, tag it and save the story on 
FamilySearch as a Memory.

Go digital
• Start a photo journal. 
Take a photo every week.
• Start an audio journal. Record 
yourself talking about things that 
happened that day or that week.
• Consider adding important photos 
or recordings from your journal as 
Memories to FamilySearch.

My Name
Do you know the story behind your name? Knowing about your 
name can help give you a sense of identity. Names also connect us 
to our ancestors.
Time Capsule Questions
You are only your age once. Take some time to think about your life 
at this age. What do you enjoy and why? Answering questions like 
these may help your future family understand what you were like.
All-About-Me Box
Knowing who you are can help build your confidence. Learning 
more about your interests can help you decide what kind of person 
you want to be.
Where I’m From
Where you live has an impact on what you do and who you are. 
Remembering where you came from can help you know where you 
want to go in life.
My Voice, My Experiences
Your voice is unique, and so are your experiences. Retelling 
experiences that you have gone through can help you overcome 
obstacles in the future.
Remembering My Photos
Everybody has a unique life story. Photos help us remember the 
past but they don't tell us everything! Your photos need your voice 
to make the story complete.
The Year I Was Born
What do you know about the year you were born? It can be fun to 
learn more about what life was like when you came into your family.
My Records and Their Records
Records are evidence that you lived in certain places at certain 
times. Records are an important part of family history.
Weakness to Strength
Everyone has weaknesses. As you exercise faith and ask for help, 
Heavenly Father promises to “make weak things become strong” 
(Ether 12:27). As you learn stories of how others overcame weak-
nesses, your faith grows.
My Spiritual Gifts
Every person on earth has spiritual gifts or special talents from God. 
You can use your gifts and talents to bless your family, friends, and 
ancestors.

Family Trivia Game
Do you know your family members as well as you think you do? When 
you can show that you know your family members, it’s a sign that you 
care about them.
Family Photos
Looking at photos with your family can bring you closer together.
Family Traditions
Family traditions are part of what makes your family different than 
anyone else’s. The traditions you have may have been passed down and 
will help shape who you are and who you will become.
This Is Who We Are
Your family has a unique mission, and each family member plays an 
important part. Recognizing where you’ve been, where you are and 
where you’re going can help your family be stronger and achieve more.
We Bounce Back
Apart from the Savior, everyone who has lived on earth has made mistakes. 
What matters is that we bounce back, learn and grow from them. The more 
stories you know of your family bouncing back from hard times, the easier it 
will be for you to bounce back when life gets hard.
Walk Where They Walked
When you visit a place either in person or virtually where your ancestors 
lived, it helps you feel connected to them.
Eat What They Ate
Eating the same foods your ancestors ate is a great way to connect with 
them and to experience in one small way what their life was like.
Feel What They Felt
When you try to understand what life was like for an ancestor, you see him 
or her differently.
Touch What They Touched
Touching family heirlooms and learning their history creates a bridge 
between past and present generations.
Hear What They Heard
Hearing ancestors’ voices helps us bond with them in a special way. When 
you hear a story from their point of view, you can better connect with them.
My Family Tree
The names in your family tree aren’t just names — they are real people. 
Because of them, you are here. You may learn new things about yourself as 
you learn about them.

Graphic by Aaron Thorup, CHURCH NEWSSOURCE: In-Home Activities landing page for FamilySearch's 
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